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THERE ARE SEVERAL NOTEWORTHY DEVELOFMENTS AND SOME
UNSOLVED PROBLEMS IN FOREIGN- AND SECOND- ~LANGUAGE LEARNING.
INTENSIFIED INTEREST IN INCREASING NUMBERS OF
SPANISH-SPEAKING INHABITANTS IN THE AMERICAN SOUTHWEST 18 THE

. MOST VISIBLE DEVELOFMENT IN THE AREA OF SECOND-LANGUAGE
- LEARNING. IN FOREIGN-LANGUAGE LEARNING, WHERE THE EMPHASIS IS
ON CROSS-CULTURAL COMMUNICATION,; THE AUDIO-LINGUAL APPROACH
IS NOW RECOMMENDED BY NEARLY ALL LEADERS IN THE TEACHING
PROFESSION., SOME OF THE NEW DEVELOFMENTS IN
LINGUISTICS--TRANSFORMATIONAL GRAMMAR AND FEATURE AND ASFECT
ANALYSIS~-ARE STiLL TOO THEORETICAL TO AFFECT THE TEACHING OF
- GRAMMAR, BUT MANY OTHER NEW AUDIO-LINGUAL AIDS ARE ALREADY IN
. USE. NEW LANGUAGES ARE BEING TAUSHT IN THE UNIVERSITIES AND
SECONDARY SCHOOLS, STUDY SEQUENCES HAVE BEEN LENGTHENED, AND
CURRICULAR COORDINATION IS HELFING TO PROMOTE CULTURAL
¥ - UNDERSTANDING.. THE MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION, AND OTHER
[ GROUPS, ARE DEFINING NEW STANDARDS OF COMPETENCE FOR TEACHERS
AND STUDENTS. RESEARCH IS GOING ON IN SUCH RELATED FIELDS AS
THE PHYSIOLOGY, PSYCHOLOGY, AND SOCIOLOGY OF LANGUAGE
LEARNING, LINGUISTICS, AND YTHE SOCIOCULTURAL CONTEXT OF
LANGUAGES. THIS PAPER WAS TELIVERED AT THE EDUCATIONAL
WRITERS® SEMINAR, WORLD CONFEDERATION OF ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
" TEACHING PROFESSION, VANCOUVER: BRITISH COLUMBIA: AUGUST 1:
1967. (AF)
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FOREIGK-LANGUAGE TEACHING TODﬂY’IN THE UNITEﬁ’STATEﬁ

Howard .Lee: Nostrand,
Professor of Romance Languages and Literature,
University of Washington :
Seattle, washington
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' Educational Writérs!' Seminar, '
World - Confederation of Organizations of the
. Teaching Profession :
Vancouver, British Columbls
1 August, 196 .
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The ready availability of the factual information on

ny subject 1eaves us. free, in this brief discussion, to look at
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'just a few main developments and unsolved problems that may be -

»”‘fof internatipnal interest. Thorough studies have in fact been

: Qmade ef enrollments in schoolm and universities, of . university
entrance and degree requirements, of teacher preparation and

~‘the standards for. certificationg and of the reeent history of
e-uianguage-teaeher education and the teaching of the commonly taught'

:languages. All such factual material can be 1ocate6 by requesto

ing the bibliographical data ;from the Materials aenter of the
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};Modern'Language Association ef Americe and of the new American ,
.jﬂCouncil on the Teaching of. Fbreign Langusges (“AUTFL"), 62 .

fi“Fifth Avenne9 New Ybrk City 10011.
It seems useful to make the distinction between “second«

POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
FICIAL OFFICE OF EDUCATION
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| language" and “foraignolanguage“ learning: "second" meaning
| 1anguage 1earned for the purpose of communication with
one's compatriots, .88 Spanish is 1earned by Catalonians. Tbe

.

TS DN

'”~bu1k of my subject falls in the "foreignalanguage" category,

 THIS DOCUMENT HAS-BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM THE

-

1| DERSOU-BR- QRS AWIZATION ORIGIATING 1.

7 STATED:DO MOV NECESSARILY REPRESENT ‘OF

: { POSITION-OR POLICY.

POr most of my compatriotszare native speakers of EngliSh.

egrees are ‘the Harvard M.A.
He" served in a

Professor Nostrend's- advanceo d
“'3and the Doctorat de 1'Université de Paris°
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A. Second-language learning

There is currently an intensified interest, nonetheless, in the
increasing number of Spanish-speaking inhabitants of the Southwest, from
Texas to California. The interest is evidenced by several recent conferences
on their predicament, and another conference to be held at El Paso, Texas,
on November 11. The efforts to improve the educational opportunities
offered to these Spanish speakers draw ﬁpon the long develcpment of methods.
for teaching English to speakers of other languages. Information on this field,
and on the contrastive grammars that are being written to facilitate the teach-
ing of English and of several other commonly taught languages, may be obtained
from the Center for Applied Linguistics,1755 Mass. Avenue, Washington, D.C.
20036. One finds a growing awareness, however, that the problem of bi-lingualism
is really a biicﬁlgural problem, and the emphasis is accordingly shifting from
programs merely of teaching English, to programs whose objective is the mutual
regard of the Anglo-Saxon and the Hispanic culture bearefs in a community, to

be achieved through understanding and appreciation of each other's heritage and

life style.

1. (continued) 1944-47 as U.S. Cultural Attaché in Peru. He has

received the Peruvian Government decoration, Order of the Sun,

zand also the French Government Palmes Académiques and Légion
d'Honneur. He was a member of the steerirg committee for the
Modern Language Association's Foreign Language Program, 1952-58,
and of the Advisory Committee for NDEA Title VII (the Educational
Media Program), 1958-60. He was director of one of the first
NDEA Institutes in 1959, and was President of the American Associa-
“ tion of Teachers of French, 1960-62. He has directed several
research projects for the U.S. Office of Educatiocn. In 1966-67

" he served as chairman of the National Education Association's
National Commission on Teacher Education and Professional
Standarde. His publications include Le Théftre antique (1934),
Ortega y Gasset's Mission of the University (194431966), The
Cidltural Attach€ (1947), Research on Language Teaching...Bibliography
(1962, 1965), Background Data for the Teaching of French (1967.
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jg The same spirit of mutuslity informs the language-educstion 3)
Zg aspect of the war on poverty in the “"inner=-city" areas. As we gf
_g work with the underprivileged we grow more snd more aware that %9'
:é their subculture has some admirable quelities, such as the %1_
? highly developed skill of reading character. We see our task %ﬁ

here as one of extending the cultuge?ofztﬁe;1nd1vidua1, and
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virtuslly teaching him 2 second language, but elways as a modi-

fication rather than a supplenting of. what he already possesses.-—

A11 of the main present developments in our teaching of
foreign 1anguages have been cwvused, at least in large pert,
by concern for the need to communicate with other peoples in
their languages. The motime underlying this concern is some
mixture of self-interest -- grown more enlightened thrbugn

spreading educetion snd a broadening internationsal experience e
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euriosity about "strange lsnds 2nd ”riendly faces," and the
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hope that closer acqueintance will result in cooperetion 2nd
,:umutual enjoyment. The observer coming from 2 more pessimistic'
~’and suspicious eulture finds it hard to imagine the hopefulness

and friendllness ‘thet this national population exhibits end ‘tokes }

’
P S

. for granted.

1 Tge audio-lingual approach

The first chenge to develop out of the nevw stress on cross»fujf

SR

(VI cultural communication was the gradusl adoption, beginning 1n
,?;~,‘ N:, the 19%0'8, of an audio-lingusl beginning in the teaching of

’fe lengueges. ‘This procedure is now recommended by nearly ell the :
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nationsl lesders in the profession, it is the intent \-of
nearly all the teaching materisls that are being published, and
methods courses being taught, and it hss by now been asccepted,
apparently, by a large majority even of the older teachers who
themselves learned their foreign langusge by discussing it in
English.

a. Modern linguistics

The audio-lingusl approsch needed a grammar based on the.
spoken language, while the grammars used for teaching until
then described languages partly in terms of spelling and partly
in terms of pronunciation. Structural linguistics wvent @ long
way toward meeting this need. At present, however, a wide gap
separates the changing theory of language analysis from the )

applicstion of linguistics to teaching. The most promising,

'edvances towerd en enlightening’descriptive knowledge e transf

formational grammar and its refinements called feature anelysis

and aspect analvsis -~ are in 2 state too unsettled and at too wwgif
’/early a stage for any routine application. The theoretical o
-’1inguists are occupied in testing ond comparing the alterna~

:gtive refinements proposed by the fertile mind of Noam Chomskya

lf”and until they resolve the open issues at the speculative level

h:f?they cannot reasonably be expected to snswer the requests for '

Ap:helptat the level of applied linguistics. Meanwhile, however,;’

i :,the “applied linguists" mey possibly contribute both to theory
hr:iﬂtand to practice by teking the portion of s languege's svntax
, n;i;that must be taught, arranging this corpus on the model (for

Miexample) of feature analysis,and testing whether the model ﬁ,zﬁf”
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ly in Europe, for the several languages most commonly taught in

_many other languages that ought to be taught in the Uhited Stetes.

;tural communication, in addition to the audio»lingual approach

',taught. The old high-school offering of Latin, French, Spanish, |

fGerman and Itallan, with occasional sequences in e.g. Hebrew,

‘tlves of the populaticn are to establish communication with the ff:;k
”1other peoples of the globe. Among the 1anguages recently added %
, ,ﬁtwﬁpin secondary schools are of course Russi an and vortugeses snd a L
,: :”Z;iJSlgnificant beginning to reach beyond the wast Japanese, Mandarin,i
,yp;hr~ﬁfArab1c.; A much wider variety of languages is of course taught :
e "'h_in,‘;the universities. Letin, vhich until the 19%0's ves thet‘;;,

a5¢

schieves a nev economy of deseription, explanstory power, coﬁpne-
nenslbillty, and pedagogicsl efficiency. (This is‘telng attempted
at my oniversity.) L |

b, New ki resources

The audio-lingual approach has generated needs not only for
& new gremmar but slso for word-frequency and syntex counts based
on the conversational 1anguage, audlovlsual teaching materials
snd equlpment, and tests of proficiencv in auditory comprehen»
sion and in the spoken 1anguage. These lnstruments sre being

developed rether rapidly, partly in the Uhited States and part~‘

the Wbst* such progress cannot be clalmed With respect to the ‘

A seeond clear consequeneq ef the emphasis on cross-cul-

and 1ts repercussions, is the diversification of the languages

Of local ethnic 8r°uP3’ obviously does not suffice if representaa‘ :fj*.
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foreign langusge of highest enrollment in the schools of large
areas of the country, has declined sharply in popularity despite :
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cogent pleas, unprecedentedly ‘attrsctive teaching materials,‘
‘ and the demonstration by a few Latinists that an ancient languege

can be so taught as to be read as a natural languege, rather than

* -
’
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as & puazle of written signsls. The reason for the decline is
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partly the shift of emphesis to world communication end the _
abandonment of the bdbelief that certain subjects were specific

remedies for mental indiscipline. Yet the decline has been cffo
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set in the schoois where teachers have exploited the audio»lingual |

ﬁmaterials and the inherent opportunity to show a time-perSpective
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ion present civilization. It 1is one of our unsolved problems to .
| benefit more fully, as a peeple, from the study of Latin and ;"
| also of clsssical Greek, whose first-rate literature, as 8 o

N Uhssco publication has observed, provides not only o perspective ‘rfin
f:in time but also a certain 1ink of seminel ideas between con- o

';tenporary cultures of the East and West.

While the number of 1angueges taught is rising, both in

AR SR G S

:schools and in highe& education, langusge teachers are urging

kg

3 _ ,;3 witn increasing success thet each student continue 1earning one f

lenguage to the point of fluency. The old custom of studying”af'

; .
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; language for only two school years, which has been e conspicuoﬁs
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S
5
P
A
Al
¥

“,weekness in our nationsl educstion, is ‘elearly ineffectuol for

| 1'the objective of communication between peoples. The lengt“ening"

ﬂ\¥ﬁ ;of foreign—language sequerices, therefore, is tc be lisbed[f

ST
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third mein result of the emphasis. on communication.

A
k4 b 3 A%,
Gy r e TN 1 S s Gyt DR

The idesl is that esch child shoild start a first foréign
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language early and lesrn it in such & Way that in lster life

1

he will be sble, with justified self-confidence, to tesch him-
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self any language he may need. Actually, we hnre_faiied thus

£
‘.
>

A

y <L L 3y, . . « oy
B MBS AL IR Wi ke VRO, o T o " G eyt
LR el e e R LT e A S AR S e s eiaings — iR
- . vt R Ry = . N A N I UG RNC A SO e

far to give most of our children the advantages of FLES (foreign
langusges in the elementary school). Most: o? them ‘do not begin i
2 language until secondary-school sge when the childhood capacity
to imitate speech has deterioreted neurologically'and the ado-
lescant inhibition against speech sounds strange’to the _peer
group is at its strongest. Our problem is to prepave FLES
teachers ana to persuade school administrators (educateiparants
are readily persuaded) that a foreign 1anguage effectiuely '
serves tbe.development of the individual and of modern society.
L. Curriculsr co ,rdinstion snd the cultursl object: ve

IA?‘ language ‘s,tud'y is to be carried on in sufficient depth.

to serve these ends appreciably, the lengthening of 1anguag<
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. :sequences is not enough. Language teachers 1. the United States ?:ﬁui
are.now coming to realize that we must also relate the lengusge

sequence to the other sequences in the school curriculum, notxbly

Boo b F g
)

éf (,,;geography and history, the socisl studies as they desl with cu;- .; ?1
§? J;ture patterns and social structure at home and abroad, English o
?§; ,i;(or "language arts") in which concepts of language eue1ys*s erefffﬁg

*3:;£;' ;;zassimilated, and the other srts, slready studied in a world per~
Let me call these relationships with other subjects :

4i,]spective.
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under 2 broader interest, the sociccultural conteit of ﬁne

foreign language, a currently s preading interest which I

believe is a fourth mein consequence of the concern for

erosz-cultural communicetion.
As our perception of that objective deepens, ve inevitebly

come to reslize thaf the success of the communicetion involves -

more than a “message" in flight: it involves the person %ho

conceives and encodes the message and the person who decodes
and interprets it according to his understanding of ﬁhe sender -
we OF who misinterprets it as if it belonged to the fabric
As the new media make practicable a

vivid, vicarious experience of 8 remote way of life, we must
put with the experience a knowledge or the patterns eo vividly
illustrated so that the 1eerner gains all he esn of the under-
standing, the sensitive feeling for = people's style of life,

which now takes much of 2 1ifetime to acquire. The Stete of ’

North Carolina, in new guidelines being prepered by French and
Spanish teachers under the Depsrtment of Public Instruction, -
is spearheading a fresh advance toward definition of the
sociocultural objeetive for each phase of the foreign-langusge
sequence, together with ideas for coordination with the
~ 1earner ‘S developing comprehension of his home culture and
~soeial system. -

’7 5. nf‘werd’ at | ed_porms

The objeotives of fluency and understanding, with the |

resulting longer sequences, have posed new problems in the ?{“a
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. United States, with regard to the proficiency both of
students and of teachers.

The Modern Lengusge Associstion of Americs has catom

- lyzed progress toward defining standards of teacher competence,

\\
o S e .
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IS G SR S

first by obtaining wide agreement on 8 statement of subject-
o (matter qualificaﬂons, tben by devising Tests for‘Advanced |
/ tg;L;}Students and Teacheﬁs,and most recently by work né;out guide-
: 'ii‘lines for anguage teacher education -and eertificesion, in
~oooperetion with the National Associetion of State Directors
of Teaeher Education and Certification (NASDTEC) ond with

-
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SRR RS
T el

;par*icipants in a nationwide series of regionel conferences.

_The ovicome. has been sumﬂarized by F. André Paguette and others
\ ] 17“9“, vol. 50 (6, October) 1966,
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‘~pages 323-%25 The NDEA institutes for Janguage teachers have
further advanced bo £h the defini*ion snd the schievement of

- teacher competencec\
| Comparable progress remeins to be mede, hovever, in de-~

.
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fining what the 1snguage léeiner should be expected to be

. dhad. L\&?
capable of,8s he completes gach cycle in the foreign-language

N

sequeneee Aeanwnile, students sre penslized and frustreted

t

| by the poor articulation between cycles, as they move from
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one school system to another or from secondery to higher edu-

cation. The number of students affected is ‘ineressing with

the rising language eurollments and the increasing mobility of
families from one locality to snother.

JAruntoxt provided




The United 3tates hss more difficulty then most countries
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in resolving problems of nationwide coordination, not only

hecause of the size of the country but particularly becsuse

of our decentralized control over educstion. We gain so much,

in fact, through locsl initistive and sense of responsibility

than we prefer to progress by the slow device of mutual persuasion.
rather than to establish a ministry of education which could |
decree uniformity overnight, tut at the expense of the preéibus
conmitment now felt by the local school boards and schocol per-

sonnel, the parent-teacher organizations, the professionsl or~

A

ganlzations of teachers snd administrators,snd many service-~
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minded publishers of teacking materisls snd designers of edu-

s

S pwradie

cational equipment.
All these groups now take the sort of pride thet free
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artisans toke in their own hendiwork. Our task of achleving

ENAIR

continpuity in langusge learning is now more feasible then
ever before, however, thanks to a congeries of developments

ecreated by the realization that langusge learning must be

carried to the point of fluency and eross-cultursl understanding.
First, the Modern Language Assoclations of America, beginning
with its Fbreign Langusge Progrem in 1952, has stimulated the

achievement of & basic consznsus on policy among modern-
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langusge teachers. Second, supervisors of foreign languages,
who cen catalyze the needed collective advance, have been

sdded to the staffs of the chief stste schoel officers and the
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county and city school systems. These supervisors heve formed
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orgsnizations of their own in order to develop and express
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their recommendations of policy, =nd meny of them have sbent
summers together in specisl institutes financed under the so-
called Nationel Defense Education Act (NDEA) of 1958. Third,
the U.S. 0ffice of Fducation has exerted influence, in this .
and other significant ways, vithout assuming anything like the
centralized authority exerted by ﬁinisffies of education.

Fourth, private foundetions hsve financed research ond de-

" velopment. Notably, the Ford Foundation has sponsored two

stétewide progrems, in Indisns znd Washington, following out
the initiative begun by the MLA in 19523 and the Washington
Forelign Langﬁégé Program concentrastes upon the problem of
defining successive levels of student achievement -- the
basice sdvance w;thout which we c¢snnot solve the problem of arti-
culation. Fifth; we are overcoming the sociologicai separse
tion between the nationsl subculture of the school ﬁersonnel
end the nétionel subeulture of the professors and administre-
tors in our higher educstinn. Mutual interest and communica-
tion bétween these two worlds is paving the way for the muturl
persuasion through whiéh we must artlculate the succession
of éhallengeé present2d to the language learner as he moves
from school to college.

6. Pure and appilied regesrch

A final mein development, which I sscribe in its turn

to the same generating drive toward ussble langusge rompetences,

48 tﬁe concern to develop relisble research in the physiology,

psychology and sociology of lenguege learning, in lingnisties,

AL
i )

2 on 2 sl 1 Lt B
! TR RS ST AR




; . ‘ R f M
Lo ] " . . . S, L™
-‘:Vﬁ}’-i“h‘ﬁf\é*-\‘uﬁr!ﬁ'@ﬁw&“-wﬁv‘rkw\X.fb&'-de‘,ﬂ)w#fm\’*mwpﬁ%x{h,w\wm«kr;qr««em—,‘.‘~ LA

pAVEAS

- LS
SRS U

AT D S oo el

ST

i ot kG 5
s R AT N RS ST DB

2 R R S S P S S

PR R

v
“
ISR RN et

S PP NS I e Ry

-12-

. in instructionsl methods, meterisls, and.equibﬁéht,'in'éhé‘

teaching of litersture, snd in the sociocultural context of
the lengusges to bé teught. The Reseprch pneusg 8 ching
._&hmm méntioned in the rootnote at the beginn:lng
of this’ essay showed shout half as mony resesrch projects

for 1962-65‘95 for the entire peried 1945-61, ond the new: .
resesrch reported canme largely from the Uhited Stetes, pertly '

| becéuse our -Survey was less expert for Russia end’ its neighbor-

ing:countries. Fortunetely, thia bibliogrephizing 1s now being
éongiﬁﬁed with much more adequste resources by .two branqhgsﬁ
of@EQTQ (EQucatIonal Reseerch Informstion Center), opersted
respectively by. the Medern Langusge Associstion of Americs.
endiby:the Center for Applied Linguisties. -A.first instollment

 of the- HLA/ERIO serial- bibliography will be published in,__ﬁggg_lg

inthe: foll or 1967.

New end exeiting possibilities of internationsl coopers-
tion 1ie shesd, in the desperately important task of improving
léﬁgﬁage instruetion snd strengthening its vital ‘contribution
towsrd undersfanding'and coopéréfion between peopleé. One of
the poésibilities is the sharing of informstion about' research
and development. Another is the estsblishing of what can most
truthfully be teught sbout each culture and soclel structures
this can be done in the fairest'perspective thitough the working
together of canters within and outside each country, so. that
the people s self=-concept is rounded out by the supplementing
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views from cultures of both Esst and West. Still gnother
possibility for cooperstion is the gresdusl, ﬁoluntary'adop-
tion of norms for teacher preparetion snd student schievement,
by the‘process of mutusl persuasion; snd in response to the in-

creasing mecbility of families across nationsl frontiers.
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May I close this brief essay by expressing the hope, indeed
the personal expectation, that in the years immediately shesd
the Féderation Internationesle des Professeurs de Langues
Vivantes, the WCOTP, UNESCO, and all 6ther pertinent entities,

will discover more ways 6f realizing our shared sspirations ten
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I can even dream of today, from my still very limited view of
our collective potentisl to carry out the long-walting hope-sgainst-

hope which Aeschylus' chorus seng in the Agsmemnon:
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